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LETTERS
'Bard of the Birds'
D avid  B ra traan  L os A l t o s ,  CA
M y th lo re  45 i s  a  h i g h ly  w o r th y  i s s u e ,  f u l l  o f  
w e l l - w r i t t e n  and  t h o u g h t f u l  a r t i c l e s ,  o f  w h ic h  p e r h a p s  
t h e  m o st o r i g i n a l  and  im a g i n a t i v e  i s  G eo rg e  M u s a c c h io 's  
on Â G r i e f  O b s e r v e d . I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e f o r e  come a c r o s s  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  book was n o t  m e re ly  a  s t r a i g h t  
fo rw a rd  a c c o u n t  o f  L e w is ' t r u e  f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  
n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  lo o k  a t  t h e  book t h e  sam e way a g a i n .  
M r. M u sa c c h io  h a s  s t r u c k  a  m a jo r  b lo w  a g a i n s t  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i r u l e n t  fo rm  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  h e r e s y  in  
c r i t i c i s m  —  t h e  te n d e n c y  t o  f i n d  an  a u t h o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  
p s y c h o lo g y  i n  e v e r y  book he  w r i t e s .
J o h n  R a t e l i f f ' s  a r t i c l e ,  th o u g h ,  i s  my p e r s o n a l  
f a v o r i t e  o f  t h e  i s s u e .  H is  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  T o lk i e n  and  W il l ia m s  d e lv e s  i n t o  a  s u b j e c t  
w hose im p o r ta n c e  t o  I n k l i n g s  c r i t i c i s m  s h o u ld  be  
o b v io u s ,  b u t  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e iv e d  an y  
t r e a tm e n t  m ore e x te n d e d  t h a n  a  few  u n c o m f o r ta b le  p a g e s  
i n  Hum phrey C a r p e n t e r ' s  The I n k l i n g s . M r. R a t e l i f f ' s  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  T o l k i e n 's  i n c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  
h i s  v ie w s  on  W il l ia m s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d m i r a b l e .  One 
c a n n o t  d i s m is s  T o lk i e n  a s  " a  b u n d le  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s "  
and  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t .
T he a r t i c l e ' s  e m p h a s is  on  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o men l e a v e s  much room  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h is  a l s o  
i s  a  r i c h e r  t o p i c  t h a n  i t  may a p p e a r ,  and  I  h a v e  a  few  
t h o u g h ts  on i t  I  w ould  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  h e r e ,  i n  h o p e s  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  p ro v o k e  f u r t h e r  t h o u g h t s .
F o r  o n e ,  an  a p p a r e n t  common i n f l u e n c e  on b o th  
w r i t e r s '  e a r l y  p o e t r y :  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  C a t h o l i c  p o e t  
F r a n c i s  T hom pson . G le n  C a v a l i e r o ,  i n  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s ,  
P o e t  o f  T h e o lo g y , c a l l s  Thom pson " t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
i n s p i r e r "  o f  W i l l i a m s ' e a r l y  p o e t r y  ( p .  1 1 ) .  Hum phrey 
C a r p e n t e r ,  i n  h i s  b io g r a p h y  o f  T o lk i e n ,  f i n d s  i n  
T o l k i e n 's  " W o o d -su n s h in e "  " a  d i s t i n c t  r e s e m b la n c e  t o  an  
e p is o d e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  T h o m p so n 's  ' S i s t e r  S o n g s ' 
w h ere  t h e  p o e t  s e e s  f i r s t  a  s i n g l e  e l f  and  t h e n  a  swarm  
o f  w o o d lan d  s p r i t e s  i n  t h e  g l a d e "  ( H o u g h to n - M i f f l in ,  p . 
4 8 ) .  Thompson may t h u s  be  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g r a n d f a t h e r  o f  
e n c o u n t e r s  w i th  e l v e s  fro m  B e r e n 's  i n  D o r i a th  t o  
B i l b o 's  i n  M irk w o o d . An a c c o u n t  o f  Thom pson an d  h i s  
i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  I n k l i n g s  w ou ld  be  an  i n t r i g u i n g  
a r t i c l e ,  an d  I  h o p e  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  M y th lo re  so m e d ay .
Foe a n o t h e r ,  a  s i n g l e  book  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n f lu e n c e d  ^  b o th  w r i t e r s .  N ot s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  book 
i s  by C .S .  L e w is :  T h a t  H id e o u s  S t r e n g t h . W i l l i a m s ' 
i n f l u e n c e  on  THS i s  a  c r i t i c a l  com m onplace  ( s e e ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  G re en  & H o o p e r 's  b io g r a p h y  o f  L e w is ,  HBJ 
t r a d e  pb e d i t i o n ,  p .  1 7 4 ) .  T h is  i n f l u e n c e  i s  m o st 
a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p l o t  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i th  
s u p e r n a t u r a l  e v i l  in v a d in g  t h e  m undane w o r ld  a s  i t  d o e s  
i n  so  many W il l ia m s  n o v e l s .
B u t L ew is  w as b e in g  i n f lu e n c e d  by T o lk i e n  a t  t h e  
same t im e  a s  h e  was b e in g  i n f l u e n c e d  by W il l ia m s .  
L i t t l e  t h i n g s  b e a r  t h i s  o u t :  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o
"N u m in o r"  an d  " t h e  T ru e  W e s t" .  B o th  Ransom an d  D im b le  
h a v e  a  v e r y  T o lk i e n ia n  a i r  t o  th em ; F a i r y  H a r d c a s t l e 's  
m is r e a d in g  o f  D im b le 's  c h a r a c t e r  i n  c h a p t e r  11 i s  a 
p e r f e c t  e x am p le  o f  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  e v i l  t o  co m p reh en d  
t h e  m o tiv e s  o f  good t h a t  i s  s o  c r i t i c a l  t o  S a u r o n 's  
f a i l u r e  i n  T he L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s . T he b a s i c  
c o n s e r v a t i s m  o f  t h e  book s h a r e s  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  
T h a t  H id e o u s  S t r e n g th  ow es much t o  T o lk i e n .  T .A . 
S h ip p e y ,  i n  The Road t o  M i d d l e - e a r t h  ( f o o t n o t e  on  p .  
9 1 )  c a l l s  i t  " L e w is 's  m o st T o lk i e n i a n  w o rk ."  
W il l ia m s ia n  an d  T o lk i e n ia n  a t  t h e  sam e t im e :  m o st 
r e m a r k a b le !  THS may w e l l  be  t h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  t h e  
p e r f e c t  I n k l i n g s  n o v e l  —  t h e  o n e  p l a c e  w h e re  i d e a s  and 
th e m e s  o f  a l l  t h r e e  a u t h o r s  n e s t l e  t o g e t h e r  c l o s e l y .
P a t R ey n o ld s M ilto n  K ey n es, E ngland
I  was lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  re a d in g  The M asque o f The 
S im a r ils  by S a rah  B each -  b u t i t  d o e s n 't  seem  to  be a 
m asq u e!. I  r e f e r e d  th e  S h o r te r  O .E .D , w hich d e fin e d  a  
m asque th u s ; C o n tin u e d  o n  p a g e  63
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N am es, continued from  page 46
L ik e  Lucy in  th e  s to r y , J .B . P h i l l i p s  i s  e i t h e r  
ly in g  o r mad o r  t e l l i n g  u s t r u t h .  T hose who know 
P h i l l i p s  say  th a t  he i s  n e i th e r  mad n o r ly in g , b u t I 
c a n n o t a t t e s t  to  th a t  m y s e lf . I  can  j u s t  p a s s  on th e  
w ords th a t  P h i l l i p s  c la im e d  to  h e a r  from  L ew is: " I t 's
e a s ie r  th a n  you th in k , you know ." [2 ]
B e fo re  he w as s l a i n ,  A slan  w arned L u cy , " A ll s h a l l  
be d o n e . B ut i t  may be h a rd e r  th a n  you th in k ."  (p .1 0 4 )  
" I t 's  e a s ie r  th a n  you th in k ,"  L ew is th e n  i s  su p p o sed  to  
have a s s u re d  u s .
T h a t so u n d s a  b i t  l i k e  P e t e r 's  p ro p h e tic  w o rd s, 
th e  v e ry  f i r s t  w ords sp o k en  in  th e  b o o k : "W e've f a l le n  
on o u r f e e t  and no m is ta k e ."  ( p .2 )  And th e  m essage in  
The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  W ardrobe seem s to  be th a t  
v e ry  c la im  —  f o r  Edmund, f o r  L ew is, f o r  L u cy , and u s .
A t th e  sound o f h is  r o a r ,
so rro w s w i l l  be no m o r e ...
And when he sh a k e s  h is  m ane,
we s h a l l  h av e s p r in g  a g a in  (p .6 4 )
[1 ] The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  W ardrobe. C .S . L ew is,
(New Y o rk , M acm illan , 1 9 5 3 ), p .4 0 . A ll fo llo w in g
c i t a t i o n s  a r e  from  t h i s  e d i t io n .
[2 ] Ray C rip p s , "D ark N ig h t o f th e  S o u l,"  G u id e p o s ts . 
F e b ru a ry  1967 , p .6 . A lso , J .B . P h i l l i p s ,  The R ing o f 
T ru th  (New Y ork , M acm illan , 1 9 6 7 ), p p . 1 8 8 -1 1 9 .
Mythlore Art Portfolio
O ver th e  y e a rs  M y th lo re  h a s  p u b lis h e d  a  la r g e  
am ount o f h ig h ly  p ra is e d  fa n ta s y  a r tw o rk . Few p e o p le  
a r e  in c l in e d  to  c u t up t h e i r  is s u e s  o f M y th lo re  in  
o rd e r  to  fram e th e s e  p ie c e s  f o r  t h e i r  w a lls . T h e re fo re  
M y th lo re  i s  now b e g in in g  a  s e r i e s  o f  p o r t f o l io s  
re p ro d u c in g  v a r io u s  p ie c e s  on q u a l i ty  p a p e r s u i ta b le  
f o r  f ra m in g . A lim ite d  num ber o f  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be 
o f f e re d  c o n ta in in g  c o p ie s  s ig n e d  and num bered by th e  
a r t i s t s .  The f i r s t  p o r t f o l io  w i l l  be re a d y  a t  th e  tim e  
o f th e  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  in  A u g u st, 19 8 6 .
S ig n ed  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be $ 2 5 .
U nsigned  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be $ 1 5 .
In c lu d e d  in  th e  f i r s t  p o r t f o l io  a r e  th e  fo llo w in g  
p ie c e s :
" M e d ita tio n  o f  M ordred" (W illia m s) by S a ra h  B each 
(fro m  ML39)
" T ro th p lig h t a t  C e rin  A m roth" (T o lk ie n )  by P a u la  
D iS an te  (fro m  ML45)
"T he M is tr e s s  o f  th e  S i lv e r  Moon" (M acD onald) by 
N ancy-L ou P a tte r s o n  (fro m  ML 21)
" T i l l  We Have F a c e s"  (L ew is) by P a tr ic k  Wynne 
(fro m  ML39)
E ach p o r t f o l io  w il l  come in  a  f o ld e r  w ith  P a tr ic k  
W ynne's " T r is k e lio n "  (fro m  ML35) p r in te d  on th e  c o v e r . 
The a rtw o rk  w i l l  be re p ro d u c e d  on 9X12" s h e e ts .
W rite  th e  A rt E d ito r  ( s e e  page 2 f o r  a d d re s s )  to  
re s e rv e  y o u r p o r t f o l io  ( p le a s e  s p e c ify  w h e th e r you w ant 
a  s ig n e d  o r  u n sig n e d  p o r t f o l i o ) .  A ll p r o f i t s  w il l  go to  
su p p o r t S o c ie ty  a c t i v i t i e s .  S u g g e s tio n s  f o r  f u tu r e  
p o r t f o l io s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d , a s  th e y  a r e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  
m em bers' en jo y m en t.
Continued from  page 47
"a  form  o f  am a teu r h i s t r i o n i c  e n te r ta in m e n t, 
o r ig in a l ly  c o n s is t in g  o f  d a n c in g  and a c tin g  in  dumb 
show , th e  p re fo rm e rs  b e in g  m asked; and a f te rw a rd s  
in c lu d in g  d ia lo g u e  and so n g " .
To t h i s  The O xford  Com panion to  E n g lish  L ite r a tu r e  
ad d s th a t  "M asks o r  m asques" a r e ;
" d ra m a tic  e n te r ta in m e n ts , in v o lv in g  d a n c e s and 
d is g u is e s , in  w hich  th e  s p e c ta c u la r  and m u s ic a l 
e le m e n ts  p red o m in a ted  o v e r p lo t  and c h a r a c te r " .
To my m ind a m asque i s  above a l l  a  s p e c ta c le  -  
th e y  h av e m ore in  common w ith  's o n  e t  lu m ie re ' th a n  
w ith  p la y s  o f th e  th e a t r e .
The m asque i s  an  a r t  form  r a r e ly  p erfo rm ed  o r 
w r i t te n  to d a y  (n o te  th e  u se  o f  th e  p a s t te n s e  in  th e  
Com panion q u o ta tio n  a b o v e ) . As a  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  
b r in g s  to g e th e r  a  num ber o f  young and e n th u s ia s t ic  
a m a te u rs  w ith  an  i n t e r e s t  in  fa n ta s y  (o n e  o f th e  
com m onest s u b je c ts  f o r  m asq u es) i t  seem s a  p i ty  t h a t ,  
a t  th e  p r e s e n t, no m asque i s  b e in g  p lan n ed  f o r  o n e .
H ow ever, a  p la y  i s  an  e q u a lly  w o rth y  p r o je c t ,  and 
S a rah  B each may f e e l  th a t  t h i s  i s  th e  m ost s u i ta b le  
medium f o r  a  d ra m a tic  e x p lo r a tio n  o f t h i s  p a r t  o f 
T o lk ie n 's  w o rk . B ut I  w ould be h a p p ie r  i f  sh e  c a lle d  
h e r 's p a d e ' a  s p a d e , and n o t by th e  m ore p o e tic  t i t l e  
o f a 's h o v e l '.
R ep ly : I  w i l l  ad m it to  m aking f r e e  w ith  th e  te rm  
"m asq u e". W hat I  w ro te  was in te n d e d  to  be th e a t r i c a l  
and c e re m o n ia l a s  opposed  to  an  o u t and o u t dram a ( i e . ,  
p la y ) . I  in te n d e d  th a t  e ach  s e c t io n  r e f l e c t  an  a s p e c t 
o f  th e  im p ac t o f  th e  S i lm a r i ls  on th e  c h a r a c te r s  th a t  
came in  c o n ta c t w ith  th em . As f o r  i t  b e in g  p e rfo rm e d , 
i t  w i l l  b e , c e re m o n ia lly  and w ith  m asks f o r  th e  V a la r , 
a t  th e  1 2 th  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  in  Long B each t h i s  
sum m er.
S a rah  B each
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